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f ro m t h i s b i l l , i t a l so l e av e s t h a t l a ng u a g e c omp l e t e l y
stricken. This l anguage would say that after a third DUI, or
whatever the number is, a person whose license was revoked for
t hat r eas on , who i s f ound d r i v i n g a ca r , w o u l d b e g u i l t y o f a
Class IV felony. Meaning you could get up to five years and a
$10,000 fine just for driving the car. Not DUI; not for harming
a nybody; j u s t be i n g b e h i n d t h e w h ee l o f t he ca r . I f you had o n e
convic t i o n l i ke t hat an d y o u g o t a n o t he r o n e , t h e n i t bec o mes a
Class I I I f e l o n i . You ' re t a l k i n g ab o u t ma n s l a u g h t e r . . .these a r e
t he k i n d o f t h i n g s t ha t a r e Cl a ss I V a nd I I I
f e l o n i e s . . .first-degree assault, assault on an officer, illegal
abortion, and on and on, which is suggesting that e ither th ose
c r i me s a r e no t v e r y s i g n i f i c a nt , o r we ' r e r a i s i n g d r i v i ng
with ou t a l i ce n se t o t h a t l ev e l . Sen a t o r Kr u se i s no t o f a mi n d
t o d o t ha t . T he f o r t u na t e t h i n g f o r me i n t he wa y h e d r a f t e d
the bill i s that it brought to my attention what is in the law
now. So we all agree that is overkill. It 's enough to l et a
p erson caught driving while licenses are suspended to be
punished the way anybody else is w hose license is suspended.
See, I cou ld get m ine sus pended if they catch me four times
r i p p i n g u p a nd d o w n t h e h i g hw a y 1 5 0 m i l e s a n h ou r . And t h a t
would make me a dangerous person. Well, not me, because I drive
so well. But the ordinary person. You could argue that anybody
who had a l i c e n se . . .

SPEAKER BR ' M : One mi nu t e .

SENATOR CH A MBERS: . . .suspended for that reason is dangerous.
Yet if he or she is caught driving withouc the license, it's six
months. So regardless of the reason for which a pe rson' s
l i cense i s su s p e nded, i f t he on l y of f en s e we ' re de a l i n g w i t h i s
d r i v i n g wi t h a su sp e n d e d l i c en s e , t h e p u n i sh m en t sh ou l d b e t h e
same. No m att er how ang ry we are at people who have driven
drunk in the past, or how much contempt we have for somebody who
is so weak that they will drink and drive, we should not skew
the law . So t h e other part of Senator Kruse's amendment, with
which I agree, is that we will take away th i s p ro vision t h at
simply driving w i thout a l icense is a Class IV felony, and in
some p l a c e s . . ca s e s , a Cl a s s I I I f e l o ny . I f we do n ' t d o t h a t
this year, by the time we' re out of here and two new crews come
in here, it will be up to a Class I, or IA, which c an get you
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